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his half-hanged companion ; but, a justice being consulted,
it was thought no one could be successfully charged with
the murder of a man who was already dead in law.

ARTHUR CHAMBERS
A Master of Thieves' Slang., who was full of Artful Tricks^
which, however, did not save him from the Gallows at
Tyburn^ where he found himself in 1706
A RTHUR CHAMBERS was of base extraction, and
-f"x consequently void of education, good manners or
any other qualification that was amiable. The first step,
in his opinion, to complete him a thorough master in the
thieving art was to have at his finger-ends all the canting
language (which comprehends a parcel of invented words,
such as thieves very well know, and by which they can dis-
tinguish one another from the other classes of mankind),
in order to the attainment whereof he put himself under the
direction of an experienced teacher that way; and, what
was soon observable, attended so closely to the dictates of
his preceptor that he not only outrivalled him but became
superior to any of his contemporary thieves.
Chambers quickly demonstrated how pleasing his new
language was to him, for he could not enter an ale-house
but he would be punning with the landlord: indeed his
gay apparel (for Arthur could not endure the thought of
being called a sloven) very often induced the masters of
the houses he frequented to sit down by him and listen to
his jocular way of talking. Sometimes, from the ignorance
of some of them, he would impudently assert that what
he now and then mixed with his ordinary English was the
purest Greek in the world, and, to convince them he was
sincere in what he advanced, would frequently pull out
of his pocket a Greek testament and say: " Sir, this book
was made by one of the oldest philosophers; believe me,
I have studied it this dozen years, and every moment I
looked into it I gained a twelvemonth's knowledge." The
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